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Problem Solving (P) or Blue Maths
What does it mean?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Problem solving is the skill of applying maths skills to a new challenge in order to find the solution.  

What does it look like in Year 4? – We problem solve every day!
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Addition and Subtraction

Solve addition and
subtraction two step
problems in contexts,
deciding which operations
and methods to use and
‘why.

There are 2452 people at a
theme park. 538 are
children, how many are
adults?

Sarah draws a diagram to help.
Place a (V) next to the correct

diagram

Adults

2452 538

2452

Adults 538

538

2452 Adults
Use the correct diagram to help

you solve the problem.

+ Archie and Sophie are both working
out the answer to the following
question:

350 + 278 + 250
They have both used different
strategies.

Archie’s method
350+278+250
350+278= 628
628+250=878

‘Sophie’s method
350+278+250
350+250= 600
600+ 278=878

Answer =878 Answer= 878

‘Which do you prefer? Explain why.
Use the method you preferred to solve
320+ 458 + 180

Alice is trying to ¢
book. It needs 35
has 134 in the bo
ready to stick in. |
stickers will she n

A supermarket ha
bread at the start
day, 857 loaves a
589 loaves are de
loaves of bread a
the day?

John is having a ¢
need to make 412
total. He makes 2
cheese, 84,500 h:
He decides to ma
How many cucum
there be?

e lo o [Q]
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3. What are the missing

2

parts to- this problem? How

carv yow be sure?
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use
d division
iplication

12 x12.

Find the answers:
4x12= 5x9=
7x8= 8x11=

Fill in the gaps:
4x__ =12
32=4x__

Leila has 6 bags with 5 apples
in each. How many apples
does she have altogether?

X E=48 .
Which pair of numbers could
go in the boxes? (]

e Complete these
calculations: .
7x8= 7x4x2=
5x6= 5x3x2=
12x4= 12x2x2=

Which calculations have the
same answer? Can you .
explain why?

e True or False
6x8=6x4x2
6x8=6x4+4

Explain your reasoning.

Can you write the number 24
as a product of three
numbers?

Find three possible values for . and ‘ .

xA =24

| am thinking of 2 secret numbers where the
sum of the numbers is 16 and the product is
48. What are my secret numbers? Can you
make up 2 secret numbers and tell somebody
what the sum and product are?

How many multiplication and division
sentences can you write that have the number
72 in them?
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